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Mark your calendars:  next month all William Penn 

students will be taking the Pennsylvania System of 

School Assessment tests (PSSA).  Testing dates are 

March 12-15 for all students in the areas of math 

and reading.  As parents you are encouraged to make 

sure your child is on time for school.  We ask that you 

do not schedule any appointments for the mornings of 

these testing dates.  This year the middle school 

campus will dismiss all children at 12:00 PM on 

March 13
th

 and 14
th

 due to PSSA testing.  Students 

will not be served lunches these two days but will be 

provided with a small snack.  In April, the PSSA 

Part II will be given to all 8th grade students who 

will be tested in the areas of writing and science.  

 

While some students will approach PSSA testing with 

a high level of comfort, others will approach the 

testing with a sense of dread and discomfort.   I am 

asking for your assistance to provide encouragement 

for your child during these testing dates.  The 

teaching staff and your children have been working 

since the first day of school to prepare for these tests, 

and I am confident our William Penn students will do 

well!  

 

Between now and the beginning of the testing 

window in March, please continue to monitor your 

child’s progress in all of his/her classes but 

particularly in the core content areas.  With the great 

impact that our teaching staff is making in the 

classroom and with your watchful eye, we can make 

sure that our students are prepared and perform 

successfully on their tests.   

Thank you for being an inspiration and a role model 

for our children. 

Dear Parents, 

I know you and your children have incredibly 

busy schedules.  As parents it seems that our 

weekends are consumed with running our 

children everywhere from sporting games to 

spring tryouts and enrichment activities.  It is 

easy to lose track of the change in the marking 

period.  Please know that the beginning of the 

3rd marking period has officially begun and 

report cards were distributed on Monday, 

February 6th.  I encourage you to take a 

moment to sit with your child and to encourage 

him/her to continue to place academics first 

within his/her schedule.   

 

Many activities are in full swing this winter.  

Our eighth grade students are in the midst of 

course selection for their transition to high 

school.  Please make sure to review your 

child’s course selection sheets with him/her.  

Practice for the musical “HONK” has begun, 

and students under the guidance of Mr. Kobasa 

are working very hard to have a successful 

show.  The Pennsbury High School career 

fair is scheduled for Monday, March 27 at the 

High School’s East Campus Gymnasium; the 

career fair will begin at 6:30 pm.  Our 7th 

grade students just completed 4 days of 

preventive classroom education through a 

Verizon Grant we received last month. We 

hope to educate all our children on being better 

digital citizens when using technology.  It is 

our belief that every child has the right to learn 

and every child has the right to feel safe within 

his/her environment.    I encourage discussion 

during “family time” on internet safety issues 

and cyber bullying.   

From the Office of the 

Principal....   Paul F. Meehan 
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Important Dates  

FEBRUARY 
P.T.O. Meeting  -  9:30 a.m………………………………………... 14 
Presidents’ Day—Schools are closed…….………………….…… 20 
Teacher Workshop—No School—Students…….………….….. ...21 
Progress Reports go home……………..………………………..... 29 

MARCH 
PSSA testing all grades………………………………………….13-14 
Early Dismissal @ 12:00……………………………………...…13-14  
School Play ―Honk‖  @  7:00 p.m. …………………………………16 
School Play ―Honk‖  matinee @ 2:00 p.m…………………...…….17 
Barnes & Noble Oxford Valley free event @ 7:00 p.m.…………. 21   
End of the 3rd Marking Period……………………………………...30 



 

 

Report Cards 

   The second marking period 
ended on January 24, 
2012.  Students received their 
report cards on Monday, 

February 6, 2012. 

 8th-9th Grade Course 

Selection 

   Counselors are meeting 
individually with all 8th grade 
students to review their courses 
for 9th grade.  Students will take 
their course sheets home after 
the meeting for parents/
guardians to review and 
sign.  Parents should keep the 
yellow copy, and students 
should return the white copy to 
their counselor as soon as 
possible.  Please note that 
course changes can be made 
prior to May 31, 2012.  NO 
CHANGES can be made after 
that date. 

 PSSA TESTING DATES 

  All parents should note the 
following dates for the 
Pennsylvania System of  

School Assessment testing: 

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade 
Reading and Math 
Assessments: March 12-23 

8th Grade Writing 
Assessment: April 16-20 

8th Grade Science 
Assessment: April 23-27 

     

These dates are subject to 
change. 

 

 

COUNSELORS 

Mrs. Cole 

Mr. Jones 

Mrs. Smiles 

 

THE VISITOR POLICY of the Pennsbury Schools states that 
students are to refrain from bringing visitors to accompany them 
during the school day. We cannot honor requests by students to 
bring friends or relatives to school. Thank you for your help.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE: Students are required to attend school on 

a regular basis and to be on time. Students must be present in 
homeroom by 8:10 each day. Regular school attendance is a key 
factor in student success. Tardiness will affect perfect 
attendance. Excuse cards must be in within three days after an 
absence. For our students’ protection, all visitors (parents, 
guardians, etc.) MUST check in at the main office upon 

entering the building.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T WAIT -----------VACCINATE NOW  
FOR ATTENDANCE IN ALL GRADES SCHOOL REGULATIONS in 
2011/2012 children need the following:  

        4 doses of tetanus*  

        1 dose on or after the 4th birthday)  

        4 doses of diphtheria*  

 (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday)  

 3 doses of polio  

 2 doses of measles**  

 2 doses of mumps**  

 1 dose of rubella (German measles)**  

 3 doses of hepatitis B  

 2 doses of  varicella (chickenpox)  

 vaccine or history of  disease  

  *Usually given as DTP or DTaP or DT or Td  

  **Usually given as MMR  

 Children ATTENDING 7th grade in 2011/2012 need the following:  

   1 dose of  tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis (Tdap) (if  5  
   years has elapsed since last tetanus immunization)  

   1 dose of  meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV)  

These requirements allow for medical reasons and religious beliefs.  

If your child is exempt from immunizations,  

He/she may be removed from school during an outbreak.  

Pennsylvania’s school immunization requirements can be found in 28 PA.CODE CH.23 (School Immunization)  

Contact your health care provider or 1-877 PA HEALTH for more information  

 

Attention  

Parents/Guardians  



 

 

Library Corner 

During the month of January, 
the library was filled with a 
variety of research projects 
dealing with music.  Mrs. 
Young and Mr. Cressman’s B 
and F periods studied a full 
range of topics related to the 
field of music.  Some students 
wrote and performed their 
own songs by utilizing the 
music lab and music 
databases for mixing their 
songs.  Others researched 
topics such as Broadway 
Musicals, the Rockettes, 
musical instruments such as 
the piano and the trumpet 
while others focused on 
bands like Breathe Carolina, 
and musicians such as rapper 
Eminem.  Some students 
created magnificent power 
points while others chose to 
create posters.  The 
assignment lets the students 

be as creative as possible 
through a variety of mediums.  

 

6
th
 grade reading teachers, Mrs. 

Martino and Ms. Kelly, had their 
students working on their 
nonfiction-reading unit. Students 
visited the library to select a 
nonfiction book of their choice to 
read.   

 

PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

Yardley-Makefield Branch 

At this time the Yardley Branch 
has not put their activities for 
February on the web.  Please 
check their website 
www.buckslib.org for information 
as we get closer the month of 
February. 

 

 

Librarian 

Miss Pecuch 

 

Library Aide 

Mrs. Nabasny 

   Snow Closing and Weather Information  
The Pennsbury School District offers several ways for you to receive 

 important information about the district:  

ConnectED automated calling system  

The Pennsbury Website: www.pennsbury.k12.pa.us  

Hotline: 215-428-4100, option 8  

Comcast Cable Channel 28  

Verizon Fios Channel 42  

Levittown Branch 

Offering Games Night on two 
different days and times. 

Tuesday, February 14
th
 at 

4:00 P.M.       

  and  

Thursday, February 16
th
 at 

3:00 P.M. 

http://www.buckslib.org/


 

 

EXPRESSIVE 

ARTS 

 

         Vocal Music 

       Mr. Cressman 

       Mrs. L. Young 

 

Family Consumer  

Science 

Mrs. Carrington 

(Miss Eickhoff) 

Mrs. Schaub 

 

Instrumental   

Music            

    Mr. D’Alicandro 

      Miss Dobson 

      Mrs. Stafford  

    

Technical  

Education 

Mr. Fruehauf  

Mr. Kepner 

 

Art 

Mrs. Greiner 

Ms. Moyer 

Mrs. Schultz 

 

Expressive Arts 

 

Notes from the  

William Penn Band Program 

 CONGRATULATIONS to all band members for a 
wonderful Winter Concert.  Our next band concert will be our 
annual Spring Concert on Tuesday, May 15, 2012. The concert 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

 Mr. William Owens will be at William Penn on Thursday, 
February 2, 2012 to work with the 7

th
 & 8

th
 grade band. 

Dr. Quincy Hilliard will be at William Penn on Tuesday, April 10
th
 

to work with the 7
th
 & 8

th
 grade band.  

 The William Penn Jazz Band has two performances.  Our 
first performance will be on Saturday, March 17 for the 
―Pennsbury High School Jazz Festival‖, and on Thursday, May 
17 at the ―Jazz at Pennsbury‖ concert.  Both concerts are at PHS 
EAST. 

 The ―Pennsbury Summer Music Program‖ will run from 
July 9 thru August 2, 2012, Monday through Thursday from 9:00-
2:00 p.m.  The cost of the program is $300.  Any questions 
please contact Ms. Reilly at (215) 949-6700 ext. 70877 or email 
at (Freilly@pennsbury.k12.pa.us).  

 Musically Yours, 

  Mr. D   Ext. 51106 

“Between the Barlines” 

Art Department 

Congratulations to the January Artists of the 
Month  

  Tori LeDonne— 6th Grade 

  Jaclyn DiPerro— 7th Grade 

  Emily Zumar  -  8th Grade 

 

These students have excelled in their artwork and 
often times do extra work to further their skills!  
    Congratulations! 

    Mrs. Greiner 

mailto:Freilly@pennsbury.k12.pa.us


 

 

  SHOUT OUT! 
  Students/staff are given “ Shout Out” cards  when they are 
caught doing  a kind act.  The following students & staff are being 
recognized for their kind behavior.  
 

6th Grade 

Karl Dickersbach 

Carson Kelly 

Robbie Webber 

 

 

 

7th Grade 

Natalie Davis 

Ryan Kumpf 

Austin Redner 

Madison Ward 

Avery Willner 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade 

Natalie Frank 

Lizzy Legge 

Morgan Rowe 

Worada Sanghanphet 

Jordan Sharp 

Emily Towne 

Lauren Quinn 

Recipients for January 

SHOUT OUT! 



 

 

6A Anacondas 

TEAM 6A 

 

Ms. K. Cooper 

Mrs. Federsel 

Mrs. Goldberg 

Mrs. McGettigan  

Mr. Walter 

We have officially made it to the second half of the year!  The students of 6A have completed a successful 

first semester of middle school! Congratulations to all!  The second half of the year brings many outstanding activities 

and new experiences.  To get the most out of these activities, students should continue to be respectful of others 

and of their surroundings.  Students can also take responsibility for their learning by being prepared and organized 

and asking for help when they need it.  It is a great time to replenish supplies such as, pens, pencils, paper and 

notebooks.  If students need help with any of these things, they can see any of their teachers.  Remember, we are 

here to help them succeed! 

 

In other news, the second marking period ended on January 24th, 2012.  Report cards will be coming home 

with the students very soon.  Also, please look for the information about our 6th grade field trip and respond 

promptly when you receive it!  If you have any questions, please contact us.  We are looking forward to an exciting and 

educational trip! 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS 

 

Snack time continues to be NUT-FREE please!  If you have any questions or need suggestions, please 
contact us! 

We are still collecting “Box Tops for Education”.   Please continue to send them into school. 

Falcon Fridays are in full swing!  Students are encouraged to wear their favorite Falcon Spirit Wear! Go 
Orange & Black! 

Missing something?  Please check the “Lost & Found” areas in our classrooms and in the cafeteria.   

 
Students of the 2nd Marking Period 

Danielle Cady 

Ethan Hauben 

Jaren Coleman 

Eric Uden 

Callie Spohn 

Annie Price 
Carly Zumar 

 

 

                          Have a fantastic February!      

  



 

 

6B  Bobcats Team 

The Bobcat Team would like to extend their 
congratulations to the following students who 
have been selected as Students of the Second 
Marking Period.  This honor is not to be taken 
lightly as the students have continued to 
distinguish themselves as the models for 
excellence in all aspects of middle school life. 

Students of the 2nd Marking Period 

Makenna Stergion 

Jordan Hoadley 

Ryan Parsons 

Gillian Dysart 

Ryan McElroy 

Camille Sears 

Gianna Passarelli 

Jack Elliot 

 

Citiizenship Award 

Grace Mulvaney 

Lucas Levesque 

Juliana Hagen 

Charlie Bluestein 

Natalie Ward 

Organization Award 

Connor Brennan 
Marissa Capriotti 

We have had the good fortune of having Ms. 
Selleck as part of the Bobcat Team for the past 
several years.  In early February, Ms. Selleck 
was offered and accepted a new position as an 
eighth grade reading teacher at William Penn.  
This was an offer she couldn’t refuse. It is a 
bittersweet time in our lives, but we are all very 
grateful for her time and dedication to our sixth 
graders throughout the years.  Well done Ms. 
Selleck.  Eighth grade has gained a fabulous 
teacher. 

 

 

TEAM 6B 

Mrs. Martino  

Mr. Mills 

Mrs. Selleck 

Mrs. Taylor 

Mr. Young 

Lost & Found  

Is your child missing a coat, pants, shoes, gym suit, 

sweater, or other items?   Have them check the lost & 

found in the gym office, main office and the small room 

connected to the cafeteria.  



 

 

TEAM 6C 

 

Mr. D. R. Hills 

Mr. E. Hill 

Ms. Kelly 

Mrs. Kinard 

Mrs. Vitali 

 

6C Crocodiles 

 

   

 

Buses are to be used for transportation to and from school. They 
are not to be used for socializing, jobs, baby-sitting, etc. Also, 
except in case of emergency, the office should be notified 24 hours 
in advance if a student is requesting riding a different bus. A letter 
from a parent of both students with reason stated is necessary if a 
student needs to ride a different bus. Appropriate bus behavior is 
necessary for continued transportation privileges.  

Please note that many middle school buses are operating at 
capacity, therefore requests for students riding home with 
other students may not be honored. Please check with the 

office prior to making any specific plans.  

BUS TRANSPORTATION INFO: 

February means many 
things to the denizens of William 
Penn.  The second marking 
period has ended and students 
will soon be receiving their 
report cards.  To many 
Crocodiles it will mean basking 
in glory as their hard-earned 
team awards are bestowed 
upon them.  To others it should 
be a wake-up call about 
unfulfilled expectations.  Yes, 
we have raced past the halfway 
point of the school year at what 
seems like a breakneck pace to 
many of the Crocodiles.  
However, the third marking 
period can crawl along at a 
frozen snail’s pace.  From 
previous experience we know 

this seemingly endless stretch of 
February and March, interrupted 
only by the four-day President’s 
weekend, will be cold, dark, and 
dreary.   

Even though the climate 
seems to be conspiring against 
them, this is the time when the 
Crocodiles need to refocus their 
aim and increase their effort to 
avoid a slump.  Please continue 
to encourage your child to put 
forth his/her best effort during 
the ―cabin fever‖ season.  
Working as a team will enable 
your Crocodile to get the most 
out of his/her first year in middle 
school. 



 

 

7A 

 

TEAM 7A 
 

Mrs. Golder 

Mrs. Dugan 

Mrs. Ettlinger 

Mrs. Mahoney 

Mrs. Shultz 

Mrs. Bolger 

 

In Language Arts, we are 
continuing our poetry unit.  The 
students are learning the many 
facets of figurative language, 
reading and learning about 
poetry, as well as writing their 
own poems.  After the poetry 
unit, we will delve into another 
novel study.  Lastly, we will be 
learning correct subject/verb 
agreement during our grammar 
study.  It is hard to believe the 
school year is halfway over! 

 In the Critical Literacy 
Talent Pool class, the students 
will begin a research unit on a 
historical event.  The students 
will be finding and reporting 
information by using a variety of 
sources to locate information 
relevant to their topic.  They will 
also distinguish between 
essential and nonessential 
information within and across 
texts, take relevant notes using a 
structured format, access 
primary and secondary sources 
with MLA documentation, and 
give formal credit for others’ 
ideas using MLA format.  Lastly, 
the students will convey their 
research clearly by delivering 
their information in a speech 
format. 

~ Mrs. Ettlinger 

 

Language Arts Talent Pool 

 This month we will 
continue with our study of 
literature through poetry.  Our 
focus will be on figurative 
language and sound techniques.  
We will also explore how the 
structure and language of a 
poem supports its theme.  In 
addition, we will honor Black 
History month through the eyes 
of African American poets. 

 

Language Arts 

 This month we will finish our 
poetry study.  Our focus has been 
on analysis and how poetry differs 
from prose.  We continue to learn 
from examining an author’s use of 
literary devices.   In addition, we will 
honor Black History month with the 
works of African American poets.  
As always, we will continue our 
grammar study to improve our 
writing. 

~ Mrs. Dugan 

 

The All-Stars are finishing their 
studies of the Middle Ages.  Our 
next unit of study will be the 
Renaissance.  The students will be 
learning about the Renaissance life 
and the spread of ideas and 
achievements during this period. 

 Please be sure to check 
your child’s assignment book daily.   

~  Mrs. Golder  

 

Math 

Continue to do your homework 
every night. This includes studying 
notes.  Parents and students should 
be reviewing grade sheets 
frequently. Remember that daily 
homework is written on my web 
page from William Penn’s website. 
Also, it looks like some textbooks 
need to be recovered.  

 All classes will be diligently 
preparing for the PSSA tests by 
practicing multiple choice items, 
open-ended questions, and learning 
good test-taking strategies.  It is 
best if all students have their own 
calculator to practice and use for 
the testing. 

~  Mrs. Shultz 

 

All Stars 

Science 

We are just completing 
our units in Earth Science. The 
students really enjoyed our 
lessons on earthquakes and 
volcanoes.  Next, we will begin 
topics in our third book - 
Environmental Science. 
Many fun, informative and 
educational lessons and ideas 
will be shared. Highlights will 
include learning about our 
organism’s place in a community, 
ecosystems, and biomes. 
 ~  Mrs. Mahoney 

 

Students of the 2nd 
Marking Period 

Lindsey Berkowitz 

Michael DeSimone 

Dan Herbine 

Izaiah Jefferson 

Jesse Taylor 

Kelly Young 



 

 

TEAM 7B 
 

Mr. Dattola 

Mrs. Cooper 

Mr. Gabriele 

Mr. Hohman 

Mrs. Kealy 

Mrs. Miller 

Team Players 7B 

Congratulations to our  

Students of the 2
nd

 Marking Period: 

 

Drew Adair            

Jenna Crouch                                      

Connor Doyle 

Ali Martini                                 

Sam Miller                                           

Aaron Newitt 

Ashley Pabon                           

Laurel Perkins                                       

Saloni Shah 

    Connor Strauss  

 

These students have been recognized for 
their outstanding work habits and consistent 
classroom contributions throughout the 
second marking period.  Kudos Kids! 

 

Our Team will have the distinct pleasure of 
working with Mr. Rose for the next several 
months.  He is our student teacher from 
LaSalle University and he will be working with 
Mr. Gabriele’s math classes until April.  
Welcome Mr. Rose! 

 

We also would like to extend a warm welcome 
to Mr. Lee our intern from Holy Family 
University.  He will be working with Mr. Jones, 
our guidance counselor, and our team each 
Monday and Thursday throughout the month 
of May. 

 

Academically speaking, we are starting our 
poetry unit in LA.  Please check in with your 
child frequently. Ask permission to take a peek 
at their work.  We have a talented group of 
children who creatively shine!   

Here is a poetry sampling written by 
―Anonymous‖ as he/ she shares his/ her 
feelings about a friendship that faded.  

    

Friend 

You were there, 

Where did you go? 

When will you be back, 

Will you be back? 

You’ve been gone, 

I’m starting to worry. 

Okay, okay, 

You broke me. 

But I glued myself together, 

I’m stronger 

You can’t break me again. 

 

Thank you Anonymous for sharing your 

experience with us! 



 

 

7/8C 

TEAM 7/8C  

Mrs. Esposito 

Mrs. Haley 

Mr. Kobasa 

Mrs. Jones 

Miss Obert 

Mrs. Meigs-Kahlenberg 

 Mrs. Slota 

Mrs. Wright 

 

Serpents 

PARENT SUPPORT NEEDED: 

Every classroom is in need of more 

tissues.  Tissue donations can be given to 

your child’s homeroom teachers.  Thank you 

for your help & donations in advance.  

 

Students of the 2nd Marking Period 

 7C- Kelly Peters 

       Kayla Laycock 

       Katilyn Jones  

  

8C-  Lee Farrell 

       Kaitlin Faulcon 

       Kelsey Busch 

       Worada Sanghanphet 

      Cameron Shollenberger 

 

 Quote of the Month: 

"A youth without fire is followed by an old 

age without experience." 

-Charles Caleb Colton 

The second marking period is behind us, 

and the third marking period is well underway.  

Remember to stay organized, focus in all 

classes, and do your best work.  It is you, and 

only you, who can determine if the second half 

of your seventh or eighth grade year is 

successful or not…So what will it be? 

 

QUICK TIPS: 

7th RELA: Pace yourself for ongoing weekly 

assignments, which include reading 20 minutes per 

night, weekly vocablary, story impressions, and 

weekly writing challenges. 

8th English (Meigs-Kahlenberg): Be sure to turn in 

your best work.  Mediocrity is not acceptable.  

Bring your “A” game! 

8th Grade English (Jones): Read with sticky notes! 

Annotate all texts, not just novels for English 

class.  Doing this will cut your study time in half. 

8th Grade English (Kobasa): When you miss a class, 

take the initiative to find out and complete what 

you missed.  Don’t wait for the teacher to come to 

you! 

Social Studies: Though you may not have a lot of 

written homework, you should be looking over your 

notes on a nightly basis.  This will only help in your 

success in our class discussions and activities, not 

to mention the upcoming test or quiz.  

REMEMBER…you won’t have to cram the night 

before if you do a little reviewing every night. 

Math: Continue to do your homework every night 

as well as practicing problems and reviewing notes.   

Science: Remember to keep your binder organized.  

All papers should be 3-hole punched and placed in 

order.  Notes should be reviewed on a nightly 

basis.  Textbooks should be covered; if your cover 

falls off or is damaged, please replace the cover 

ASAP. 

General: Now is a great time to replenish the 

following supplies: pens/pencils, colored pencils, 

glue sticks, looseleaf paper, etc. 



 

 

Flying Falcons  8A 
TEAM 8A 

 

Mrs. Boodey 

Mrs. Freedman 

Mrs. Giacomelli 

Mr. Gormley 

Mrs. Harrington  

Mrs. Swiatek 

Mrs. Willbanks 

 

  

     

 

  

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe that the third marking period is 
here!  Be sure to replenish your supplies for each of your 
classes.  Continue to share your daily class information 
with your parents.  Check to see that all of your work is 
complete and neatly done. Make sure you are studying 
every night even if you don’t have homework! March and 
April will be here before we know it and all classes will be 
preparing for the PSSA math, reading, science and 
writing tests.  

  During the month of February, 8A students will be 
studying ratio, proportion, and geometry in math class.  
Science students will continue studying physics and 
Newton’s laws. In English classes, some students will 
continue reading A Tale of Two Cities.  All students will 
practice grammar and prepare for the PSSA.  Social 
Studies classes will learn how our government was 
formed on the principles of freedom and equality. Be sure 
to look for details from your reading teachers for the third 
and fourth marking periods. 

  We will be very busy during the upcoming weeks!  
Remember—all of the teachers are available for extra 
help.   Just remember to schedule a convenient time for 
appointments.   

 Team 8A would like to congratulate our Students 
of the Second Marking Period! Keep up the terrific work 
and positive attitudes.  We are very proud of all of you! 

 

 

Olivia Bumgardner 

Olivia Cleale 

Sam Gritz 

Olivia Kylander 

Matt Lynch 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL:   

Student appointments should 
not be scheduled during school 
hours.  Students who must 
unavoidably seek early 
dismissal from school for 
appointments are required to 
bring a note from home, take it 
to the main office for a class 
excusal card, and must obtain 
signatures from those teachers 
whose classes will be missed.  
Having an excusal card helps 
lessen class interruptions.  
Parents/guardians must sign 
students out from the main 
office at the appointed time.  
Upon returning to school, the 
student may be required to 
bring a form from the 

appointment. 



 

 

 STARS 
to contact me with any questions or 
concerns. 

 Mr. Garretson   

 

 Science: 

  Throughout the month of 
February we will continue our study 
of motions, forces and energy.  We 
will learn about Newton’s Laws of 
Motion and do some exciting labs 
and demonstrations.  Please make 
sure your children are keeping their 
binders neat and organized.  It 
should be divided into the chapters 
we will be covering in this new 
textbook.  

 Mrs. Blackshire   

 

Social Studies: 

 Over the past month, the 
students have examined the U.S. 
Constitution and worked to develop 
an understanding how its principals 
affect their everyday lives.  They 
also examined landmark Supreme 
Court cases to see how the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights 
influence their lives in school.   
During February, the students will 
look at how the new nation 
developed under the framework of 
the Constitution.  The students will 
participate in simulations to 
recreate the election of 1800 and 
the Louisiana Purchase to help 
enhance their understanding of 
these two pivotal events in 
American History.   

 Ms. Brazina 

 

German: 

 Guten Tag!!  The 8B Team 
is beginning their study of foreign 
languages this semester.  They 
begin with German, where they will 
learn a great deal about the 
German, Austrian and Swiss 

8B 

TEAM 8B 

 Mrs. Blackshire 

Ms. Brazina  

Mr. Garretson 

Mr. Kobasa 

Mrs. Pullion 

Mrs. Willbanks 

 

cultures, as well as geography, 
basic vocabulary and 
conversational phrases.  This class 
focuses on collaborative activities, 
including in-class projects, role-
playing, and games to reinforce 
each lesson.  At the conclusion of 
the thirty-day cycle, the students 
will spend the remainder of the 
school year studying French and 
Spanish.  Auf Wiedersehen! 

    

  Frau Tindall 

 

Congratulations to the  

8B Students of the  

Second Marking Period!!  

 

Kire Bjornestad 

 Henry Bluestein 

 Dagny Gould 

 Matthew Hesser 

 Allison Kraeck 

Tyler Williams 

 

English:  

     A time of hearts: Happy 
Valentine’s Day!   This month we 
will improve our writing skills by 
developing a better 
understanding and usage of 
grammar.  Students have a 
grammar folder that should be 
taken home on a daily basis.  
The folder contains practice 
sentences as well as 
explanations needed to complete 
the packet.  Students are 
reminded to check my website 
for homework missed due to an 
absence.  We will also read the 
play ―The Diary of Anne Frank‖, 
while learning some facts about 
the Holocaust.  A special 
assembly is planned for the end 
of the month. 

      Talent Pool English will 
continue our journey deep into A 
Tale of Two Cities, by Charles 
Dickens.  Annotating daily 
readings is necessary for class 
discussion and understanding 
the text. Vocabulary word webs 
and activities will help students 
develop a better vocabulary.  
Enjoy all the emotions this month 
has to offer. 

 Mrs. Willbanks  

 

Math: 

 In Mr. Garretson’s 
Algebra 1A class we are 
currently completing Chapter 3, 
―Graphing Inequalities‖.  We will 
then begin to solve proportions in 
Chapter 4 of the text. The Pre-
Algebra B classes have finished 
up their work with Chapter 4 in 
the text and will move to Chapter 
5 next.  In Chapter 5 we will 
solve proportions and determine 
whether or not a pair of fractions 
is indeed a proportion.   

       As always, please feel free 



 

 



 

 



 

 

William Penn PTO News   

PTO Fundraising 

Market Day is now at William Penn It is not too late! 
Send in the Order Guide (due Feb 8

th
) your child received 

from homeroom better yet place your order online (internet 
orders due by 11 PM Thursday February 9

th)
 at 

www.marketday.com, it will ask you to create a user name 
and password.  Our account number for William Penn 

Middle School is 29287. 

Pick up is on February 15, 2012 at 5:45PM  

 

Yankee candles –This is one of our most popular 
fundraisers after spirit wear!  These funds will be used to 
make William Penn the best it can be.  The sale began on 
February 3rd and all orders are due on February 24

th
.  

Thanks to Becky Eroh who has been our Yankee 
chairperson for three years!  She will be graduating next 
year so we need a new chair.  If you like Yankee candles 
this job is for you!    

 

Box Tops: Lisa Berkowitz and Leeann Kalb will still be 
collecting Box Tops.  Please visit this Valentine's collection 
sheet link and the box top site www.btfe.com to enter daily 
contests, help kids in Africa get computers and more. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?
id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F2
0E5-4136-DD11-B050-
00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_0
2_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_20
12_vA 

 

Target Card: If you have a Target card please go online to 
www.target.com and enroll in Take Charge of Education 
and 1% of your Target card purchases will go to William 
Penn!  

William Penn now has the opportunity to earn cash through 
Giant A+ School Rewards Program.  Log on to register 
www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus/  or Dial 1-888-448-4642 to 
register your card over the phone. William Penn’s Code: 
03835  

 

 

 

Check out our website for news and school info 

www.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/pennsbury/William%20Penn%20Middle/  

Black and White Ball 

What a great Black and White Ball!  Thanks to everyone 
who volunteered and made all those tasty black and white 
treats and who volunteered!  Next year we will have more 
grapes!  From the coat room, chat room, food tables, and 
the photography this was certainly a great fun time for all!   

 

8
th

 Grade Finale 

Linda Rowe the PTO 8
th
 Grade Class and the committee 

are planning a great celebration for our 8
th
 graders as they 

move up to high school.  If you want to help out email 
Linda roweli@verizon.net  

The finale is scheduled for Friday, June 8
th

. 

 
Do you have questions, want to get involved or have an 

idea?  Email any PTO officer. 

 

2011-2012 Executive Board  

Peggy Pelosi – President    peggy.pelosi@verizon.net  

Linda Hagen – 1
st 

Vice President shetlandcourt@msn.com  

Dave Richards – 2
nd 

Vice President davidpto@gmail.com  

Amanda Drobac – Treasurer wptreasurer@gmail.com  

Becky Eroh - Secretary rberba@aol.com  

Linda Rowe - 8th grade class president 
a.gallo1@verizon.net  

Courtney Kylander – 6
th
 grade class  

Glenda Willner & Carolyn DeLong 

7
th 

grade class presidents 

 

2012 William Penn PTO meeting dates 

***All PTO meetings are held in the library*** 

 

√ Tuesday, February 14 at 9:30 AM   

√ Tuesday, March 8 at 7:00 PM  

√ Tuesday, May 10 at 9:30 AM  

 

What a start to 2012 – warm one day and so cold the next.  We are all thankful to the protocols in place at 
William Penn that keep our students safe when something unexpected happens.  The groundhog said there 
will be six more weeks of winter – well we will see if that will be true.  Hope everyone orders from Market Day 
so you have your food in your freezer in case of bad weather!  Keep clipping those box tops too.  As your 
children start their third marking period the PTO will be staring to think about the 2012- 2013 school e-board. 
If you have an interest please attend the February PTO so you can be part of the discussion.  The days are 
getting brighter but if you need more light be sure to purchase something from our Yankee Candle sale!   

http://www.marketday.com
http://www.btfe.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=6645&WT.dcsvid=NTMwODk1NzU2MwS2&rvrin=5F6F20E5-4136-DD11-B050-00110A5B41E6&WT.mc_id=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA&nicreatID2=Newsletter_BTFEcoord_02_02_2012_vA
http://www.target.com/
http://www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus/
http://www.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/pennsbury/William%20Penn%20Middle/
mailto:roweli@verizon.net
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3apeggy.pelosi%40verizon.net
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3ashetlandcourt%40msn.com
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3adavidpto%40gmail.com
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3awptreasurer%40gmail.com
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3arberba%40aol.com
https://mail.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=1fb50077c8c14a6681fc5ef6b40dc79d&URL=mailto%3aa.gallo1%40verizon.net


 

 

PHYSICAL ED 

STAFF 

     

                 Mr. Arndt 

                 Ms. Austin 

           Ms. Beam 

           Mr. Elder  

           Mr. Evanchik 

           Mr. Incollingo 

           Mr. Kelly 

           Mrs. Melnick 

    

PENNSBURY INCLUSION  PHILOSOPHY 

The Pennsbury School District believes that children belong with their natural peer group.  
Therefore, Pennsbury is committed to promoting a sense of belonging in each child by 
affording all students the opportunity to be educated, to the maximum extent appropriate, 
in the school and the classroom they would normally attend.  This commitment is possible 
through the use of appropriate support to enable students to be educated in the least 

restrictive environment. 

Physical  Education 

February is Heart month and to celebrate the Physical Education  

department will be holding our annual  

Hoops for Heart event on February 29, 2012 to raise money for  

the American Heart Association.  Since Heart disease is the  

nation’s leading cause of death and stroke is the # 3 cause of  

death, we as a building  

choose to participate in this  

worthwhile fundraiser.  Our 

 goal is to increase students’ 

 knowledge of how their hearts 

 work and how to take care of their hearts.  All funds raised stay  

in the local area to support the American Heart Associations’  

efforts to create healthier lives, free of cardiovascular diseases 

 and stroke.  Each student will receive a pledge form and envelope, which will have directions for 

online fundraising; there is also a link available on the WP website.  The online fundraising is a fun 

and easy way to raise money without the student going door to door.  Door to door fund raising is 

discouraged without adult supervision.  The AHA rewards participants with thank you gifts.  Many 

companies have a ―matching program‖ where they will match or even double the donations from 

company employees, please check to see if your company has such a program.  The event has 

always been very successful at William Penn Middle School due to the support of our students and 

their families please continue to support this worthwhile event.  If you have any questions please   

call any of the Physical Education teachers.  As always thank you for your support we really 

appreciate your help.      

      Mrs. Melnick 

      Physical Education/Health Teacher 



 

 

   PENNSBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT                                                                                MR. PAUL F. MEEHAN,  PRINCIPAL 

   WILLIAM PENN MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                               MRS.  LAURA TITTLE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

   1524 DERBYSHIRE ROAD                                                                                             MRS. ELLEN BIDLINGMAIER, MGT. ASSISTANT 

   YARDLEY, PA 19067         

                                                                                                                 

     Boys Basketball 

Feb.     8    A   Sandburg 

Feb.   10    H   Morrisville 

Feb.   15    A   Bristol Jr./Sr. H.S. 

Feb.   17    A   Pennwood 

Feb.   22    H   Poquessing 

Feb.  24     H   School Lane Charter School 

Feb.  27     H   Charles Boehm  

 

 

 

 
               
 
 
 

Games begin at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Please note games are subject to 

cancellations due to weather, etc. 

COACHES 

Boys Basketball 

Mr. Elder 

Mr. Costanzo 

 

 Baseball 

Mr. Kepner 

Mr. Kelly 

 

Softball 

Ms. Carlson 

 

Athletic Director 

Mr. Incollingo 

AIncollingo@Pennsbury.

K12.PA.US 

 

Attention Parents 

Please do not park 
in the bus dock 

areas during 

sporting events. 

Thank you. 

Athletic Schedules 

FEBRUARY ð2012  


