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Bird
by Lulu Herman, grade 7

I'm alone,
no friends,

I pick up my brush,
brown line,
yellow point,
brown circle,
the paper tears,
saturated with paint,
frustration.

It’s in the trash.

It’s survived the move,
brown line,
yellow point,
brown circle,
the tape,

yellow and peeling,



I feel it,
the frustration,
the loneliness,

the despair.

It was five years ago,
I’'m almost thirteen,
I have friends,
I’'m no longer alone,
Now I know what I painted,
“Spread your wings,” it says.

Fly.



The Science Column
By Lucas Levesque and Liam Tahaney, grade 6

The real fun of science is figuring it out through experiments not just doing research. This
time we have completed a physics experiment. In all honesty, it was pretty fun. We wanted to find
out the fastest way to go down a hill on a scooter. We believe that by putting your feet at the front,
near the handlebars, and leaning back you feel like you are going faster but we wanted to make sure
it wasn’t perception. So we got to work on the experiment.

Here’s what we did: We scooted over to the best hill in the neighborhood. We used two
scooters, had four races, and switched drivers twice in order to provide as much experimental
control as possible. The chart below shows how we executed the experiment each time. As you can
see our hypothesis was correct. Riding your scooter with your feet close to the handle bar and
leaning back is the fastest position.

Faster Scooter Slower Scooter
Experimenter 1 Displacement Pose-Winner Lost
Experimenter 1 Lost Displacement Pose-Winner
Experimenter 2 | Displacement Pose-Winner Lost
Experimenter 2 Lost Displacement Pose-Winner

Our experiment supported our hypothesis. How you stand on your scooter will affect the
speed. What is the science behind this event? The change in speed is related to center of gravity and
wind resistance. By leaning back you transfer your weight more evenly over the entire scooter. This
changes the traction of your scooter and allows the front wheel to go faster.

When you move through the air you aren’t moving through nothing. Air is like water, except
much less dense so when you walk you don’t feel it. Now think about when you are walking against
the wind and it is hard to maintain your speed. When you scooter quickly it is like always walking
against strong wind. By leaning back you reduce the wind resistance and cut through the air quicker.
You can’t lean forward like on a racing bike because you would flip your scooter.

So there you have it. If you want to go faster, on your scooter, use physics. Lean your body
back, with your feet close to the handlebars to change your center of gravity, and wind resistance.
Most importantly, remember to wear your helmet.



Ugly Pomes ™
by Elizabeth Vasquez, grade 6

Chase

My heart is pounding
My legs are burning
But | can’t stop
| can’t ever stop
He’s catching up to me
The wind in my eyes makes it hard to see
“l got you now!” the kid screams
| yell back, “Not in your dreams!”
But he speeds up as | slow down
Sadly he’s the most determined kid in town
Dang! He got me! Then he squeals with glee

Tag is a very fun game, you see!



Reading
One time my dad said, “Reading exercises your mind!
If you read a lot you'll find,
You feel like your brain has been lifting weights for

The longest time!”

Deluxe

I weigh 100 million pounds.

| never fit into the doors of any school, so | found
That not many teachers like me, Golumbus Grooth.
They like my sister, but not us both

Just because 1 like to eat sandwiches that are only 100

pounds!
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The E_ggptian (Fods vs. The Greek Gods
ON FACEBOOK

by Allie Bausinger, grade 7

CAST:
HORUS: THE EGYPTIAN GOD OF WAR AND HUNTING. HIS SYMBOL IS A
FALCON OR THE EYE OF HORUS

Ares: The Greek god of war. His symhbol is a wild hoar.

Isis: The Egyptian goddess of life and magic. Her symbol is “Tiet” or “the knot of
Isis”

Athena: The Greek goddess of wisdom and strategy. Her

symbol is an owl or an olive tree.

Hathor: The Egyptian goddess of love, music and beauty. Her symbol is a
mirror.

Aphrodite: the Greek goddess of |ove ahd beauty. Her symbol is the
Yose.

These gods want the top spot! And they want NO competition. But when
they meet their counterparts, they go a /ittle crazy.
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HORUS: | AM NUMBER ONE. YES! THE ONLY GOD OF WAR! | AM THE
BEST!

Ares: Excuse me? Hate to break it to you buddy, but you're not the only violent
hloodthirsty god around!

HORUS: OH REALLY? WE'LL SEE ABOUT THAT! | CHALLENGE YOU . . .
Isis: Horus, you’re not getting into any fights with the “lower class”.

Athena: I'm sorry, Isis. Was that a typo? Because I
believe that anyone who calls us Greeks the “lower

class” is sadly mistaken.

Hathor: Girls, girls! Can we please just get along? All this fighting is

making me want to bite my nails off! And | spent 5 hours on them!
Aphrodite: Only five hours? That’s just sad, sweetie. ] spent an

entire day on my nails. Canh u top that? ] believe hot!

Hathor: Oh, don’t even go there or I’ll bring up the day u chipped a naill

Oops! Just did. Sorry (sarcasm 100% intended).
Ares: So this is what women argue about? Interesting ...
Isis: Oh shut up, u bloody awful war god.

Ares: This is coming from the woman whose son is the god of war.

Athena: U tell her, Ares!

Is it just me, or do these Facebook conversations get crazier every time?
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by Kate Deitch, gra

Inky, jet-black water attacks the land
It maims & beats old sturdy oak
One that sits strong & tall, that never quivers or shake
Behind it rests frail, thorn rosebushes shaking & terrified
They fear the day the old oak falls

& the inky, jet black water destroys them, too.






http://www.google.com/imgres?q=female+swimmer+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&biw=1024&bih=610&tbm=isch&tbnid=p8upsUc17V6lEM:&imgrefurl=http://swimgraphics.com/free6.htm&docid=A6L-WC1rWPKJYM&imgurl=http://swimgraphics.com/images/freestyl/fr030524.gif&w=225&h=125&ei=WALlTv-UHsrk0QGerMHaBQ&zoom=1
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Pieces of Amber
by Kate Deitch, grade 7

Far above hang pieces of amber, gold, and ruby
They dance as they fall, gently floating
And touch down on a rolling sea of jade

They stand out like stars in the night sky

They sit & rest until large creatures come to take them away
The creatures blow them, push them into heaps
Smaller creatures descend upon the piles & perform a strange ceremony
They jump & scream & destroy the perfectly formed pile

The jewels die but their dance repeats each year



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=fallen+leaves&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&biw=1024&bih=610&tbm=isch&tbnid=xJqQ6WzRmNOhcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.creativityfuse.com/2010/10/falling-leaves-autumn-photographs/&docid=yGuvLc5GsYgZiM&imgurl=http://www.creativityfuse.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/Fallen-leaves-on-the-ground-by-Lif...-575x481.jpg&w=575&h=481&ei=FgHlToWGL6rj0QGNvfWIBg&zoom=1
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What Kind of Friend Are You?

by: Jaclyn DiPierro, grade 7 /
73
No matter what you say or do, Q?
A friend will always be there for you. (
Friends are respectful and great, s ‘\‘
They support all of the decisions you make. (?
Through both good and bad, /
A friend will always make you glad. ‘}‘\‘
Both near and far, Q?
They are as sweet as a candy bar. /
A friend who shares, ')‘\‘
Is a friend who cares. (p
A friend will always be there in the end. ‘/

QT PR

friends
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The American Flag

by Sonali Deliwala, grade 6

Up I go, above your head,
I represent all the Constitution said,
Striped and starred, red, white, and blue,

And you pledge allegiance to my name, too.
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Umbrella

by Sonali Deliwala, grade 6

I shield you from getting wet,

Striped, polka-dotted, or plain, I reach up and
greet the rain,

When the sun begins to chase away the clouds,
I'm forgotten until another time,

When my owner spots a gray sky and cloudy day.
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MUSIC

by Allie Bausinger, grade 7

Listen to the notes playing through your ear buds.
Listen to the lyrics; do you hear the message that the artist is sending?

Listen to the instruments playing in the background and backing up the
track.

Listen to the CD; pay attention to the similarities in the songs.
Take Taylor Swift for an example, if you may.

All of her songs are about life and love.

You can read them, you can learn lessons from them, and they can
teach you things about life.

NeXt time you plug in your iPod, listen, and take everything out of your
Music.

LISTEN
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BULLYING

The Victim
by Allie Bausinger, grade 7

Day after day, I receive my torment.
In class, I'm the shining stor, the
apple of every teacher's eye. But it's
after class that [ receive my daily
torture. Griffin Rosenfeld stomps
over. He pulls the besutiful hote
bows from my curly brown locks
and stomps them into the dirt. He
calls me rude nemes and insults me
inte oblivion. I slways walk sway
with tegrs stresming down my face.
He's colled me stupid and pointless
and told me I don't belong, in the
world. I, Hazel Griffiths, sbsorb it,
wishing, 1 could fight back. What is
his reason? Why am [ his victim?
Why do I get this everyday?
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is a vicious circle. It's up to you to
listen to others, stand up for yourself, and end it.
People like Griffin and Hazel aren't the only ones like
this out there. We think that almost everyone has both
been bullied and done the bullying at one point in his

or her life. Obviously, some people don't hurt others

physically, but words hurt just as much, and you can’t

take them back. Do your best and don't just watch other
kids get bullied. Take a stand as a community, and as

friends.
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Delineation of Dance
by Saloni Shah, grade 7

An eagle with its head held high,

Capturing the land below with ease,

Streaming the mighty sky with grace

A full-bloomed rose,

Iridescents paint the

Coloring the book left in black

and white.

beating rhythm grows faster,
he beat fills the stage,

he stars shine upon me

-1 dance
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Psychic
by Elizabeth Vasquez, Srade 6

You enter this page thinking about the |ast thing you read.
When you leave this page you Will think about what you are
reading right how.

Okay, how leave this page ahd come baCk tO read the
bottom . ..

You were thinking about this page when you |eft
this ohel

1t’s pretty crREEPY, ] KhOow that. .. right?
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New!
Writing Challengel

The Art of the Six Word Memoir

The idea of the Six Word Memoir dates back to Ernest Hemingway. He
was challenged to write a memoir in six words. His response:

“For sale: baby shoes never worn.”
We writers at “Small Talk” are trying a new idea:
The Writing Challenge!

If you, our readers, respond well to this challenge, we hope to make it a
regular part of “Small Talk.” Our goal is to have a Writing Challenge at the end
of each edition. Selected responses will be published in the following edition. We
hope to get more members through these challenges!

To respond to the challenge email Mrs. Martino with your submission at
pmartino@pennsbury.k12.pa.us. We look forward to your responses.



mailto:pmartino@pennsbury.k12.pa.us

~ 31 ~

Small Talk is the literary magazine of
William Penn Middle School
1524 Derbyshire Road
Yardley PA 19067.

Mission statement illustration by Kate Deitch

Thank you to everyone who made SmallTalk possible,
especially Mrs. Martino, Mr. Meehan, Mrs. Latch, Mrs. Korman
Delaney, and the courageous student writers who have shared

their work.




