
                    
 
 

 

PENNSBURY PARTNERS & GRANTS PROGRAM CONTINUES TO TH RIVE 
 

The Pennsbury Partners Program (PPP) has forged over 1,000 partnerships with businesses and local community 
organizations during the last decade for the benefit of Pennsbury students. These partnerships enable the School 
District to: 
 

· demonstrate real-life applications of the Pennsbury curriculum; 
· offer opportunities for students to provide community service; or 
· offer mentoring programs and other career awareness and development activities to prepare students 

for satisfying careers. 
 
Each partnership helps to prepare students for higher education and the workforce of our future. 

 
 

PARTNERSHIP & GRANT SUCCESSES THIS YEAR 
 

The Pennsbury Partners Program had another busy and successful year. Some highlights include: 
 

1. Established new partnerships with My School Pizza Party (new corporate sponsorship), Applied Golf 
Group, Davis Acura Car Dealership, Jacobs Music Company, and The Crossings Animal Sanctuary. 
 

2. Celebrated the 12th year of recognizing outstanding business and non-profit partnerships via Annual 
Partners Recognition Dinner.  Nearly 200 people attended; 

 
3. S.A.G.E. (Senior Adults for Greater Education) – Expanded S.A.G.E. partnership to three additional 

elementary schools: Walt Disney, Oxford Valley and Village Park.  Three elementary schools Quarry Hill, 
Fallsington, and Penn Valley Elementary schools continued their partnership with S.A.G.E this year for a 
total of 39 senior volunteers and 43 teachers.  The senior volunteers clocked over 1,557 hours in 
approximately 33 classrooms which is the equivalent of approximately 39 weeks of full-time employment or 
a full-time teacher for a year; 
 

4. The PPP/Grants Office generated approximately $287,000 in PPP sponsorships and grants for the school 
year. 

 
 

12th ANNUAL PARTNERS RECOGNITION DINNER  
 

 
With an attendance of more than 200, the Pennsbury Partners Program 
celebrated its 12th year of recognizing outstanding business and non-
profit partnerships! 
 
The William Penn Middle School Cafetorium was transformed with 
colorful balloons and artwork from Quarry Hill’s 5th grade students.  Art 
Curriculum Coordinator, Ruth Anne Schultz, generously loaned us their 
cheerful clown busts as table centerpieces!   
 
An incredible Greek Feast, prepared by Metz & Associates, Ltd.,  began 
with wait staff offering stuffed grape leaves, fig and cheese pastries, calamari and Spanakopita as our partnership 
guests mingled with district School Board members, administrators and teachers. 
 
As in previous years, the prestigious Pennsbury Partners Program Recognition Awards were presented to the 
outstanding school/business and school-non-profit partnerships.  The recipients of the awards were:�
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2010-2011 School-Non-Profit Award 
Charles Boehm, Pennwood and William Penn Middle 

Schools and The Philadelphia Police Department 
 

 2010-2011 School-Business Award 
Oxford Valley Elementary  

and Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(back row from left) Sgt. Tom Gleeson, Molly Gray, Pennwood Guidance 
Counselor, Jean Smiles, William Penn Guidance Counselor, Linda 

Brescia, Charles Boehm Guidance Counselor, Cpt. Dennis Gallagher, 
Cierra Cubero, William Penn 8th Grade Student 

(front row) Jennifer Eady, Pennwood 8th Grade Student, Patricia 
Steckroat, Pennwood Principal, Paul Meehan, William Penn Principal, 
Theresa Ricci, Charles Boehm Principal, Justin Haley, Charles Boehm 

8th Grade Student 

 (back row from left) Patrick Daher, Wells Fargo Bank, Sang Kim, Wells 
Fargo Bank, Jeff Bach, Wells Fargo Bank Vice President, PPP Advisor, 

Fran Nitkin, Oxford Valley Principal, Heather Ryan, Oxford Valley 4th 
Grade Teacher/PPP Liaison, Rosemary MacMath, Oxford Valley Adv. 

Math Teacher/PPP Liaison, Melody Jacko, Oxford Valley Learning Support 
Teacher/PPP Liaison, Gail Campbell, Oxford Valley 3rd Grade Teacher 

(front row) Hannah Wood, Oxford Valley 3rd Grade Student, Malcolm Hunt, 
Oxford Valley 3rd Grade Student 

 
 

DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Modell’s Sporting Goods, Inc. paid the District $3,914 for advertising in the 
high school and middle schools gymnasiums as well as for 5% of proceeds 
from Pennsbury Team Weeks events.   
 
Over 125 partnership activities this year were submitted electronically and included into the Partnership Activity 
Knowledgebase (PAK) interactive database. 
 
Listed below are examples of outstanding school partnerships that focus on Curriculum, Career Awareness and/or 
Community Service opportunities: 
 

 
· Pennsbury High School (STEM and Career Awareness) 
 
Drexel University College of Engineering/Department  of the Navy  
Technology Education students from John Sanders’ Robotics II class 
participated in an underwater robotics competition entitled “Operation 
SeaPerch.”  The program is designed to recruit the next generation of 
naval architects. 

 
 
 

 
· Quarry Hill Elementary School (Science Curriculum and 

Community Service) 
 

Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve  
Second Grade students received a guided tour of the preserve for 
Earth Day.  While there, they presented copies of a book they had 
written and produced and a check in support of Bowman’s  
Backpack Tour Program using funds raised through the sale of their 
book.  During the tour, students examined and learned about native  
plants, beaver dams, elements of a forest, a woodland pool, creeks and watersheds, rocks, natural decomposition, 
and much more. 
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· Charles Boehm, Pennwood, and William Penn Middle Sc hools: 
 

American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
Statistics show that there are not enough American students studying Science and Math to guarantee that America 
will have the future scientists that we will need. Furthermore, there are certainly not enough females in these 
academic areas. 

One way to encourage young women to pursue careers in these fields is to recognize their aptitude at a young age 
when they are impressionable. In order to encourage our young women, the Makefield Area Branch of the AAUW 
(American Association of University Women) holds a Girls' Recognition Reception each year to honor seventh 
grade female students recommended by their teachers for being outstanding in math and/or science. 

On May 9, 2011, at Charles Boehm, the following 18 Pennsbury seventh grade girls were honored for their 
achievement in math and/or science. Congratulations to all.  

 
 

Charles Boehm Middle School:   
 

(Left to right):  Marguerite Salamone, Catie Rymer, Esha Gajjar 
(Missing: Erica Venkatesulu, Alexcia McKinney, Erin Parry) 

 
 

Pennwood Middle School:   

Front (left to right): Sarah Sobolevitch and 
Casey Durso, Back: Jordan Dechirico, Andie 
Dechirico, Kate Studer, Hannah Sobolevitch 

 

William Penn Middle School:   

Front (left to right): Michaela Drobac, Morgan Kaplan, Thulani Vereen,  
Back: Dagny Gould, Lauren Wood, Kelsey Busch 

 
 
 

· Pennsbury School District Safety Committee Contest 
  
Levittown Chiropractic 
Dr. Jim McHale of Levittown Chiropractic held a district-wide poster 
contest to promote safety in the schools.  The winners received $50 
Barnes & Noble gift cards for their designs.  The print shop reproduced the 
winning posters which are displayed throughout the district! 

 
 

 
· Penn Valley Elementary, Music Curriculum (Music) 

  
Newtown Chamber Orchestra 
4th and 5th level students at Penn Valley Elementary School were 
treated to a “Music and Art Through the Ages: 1600-1970”  
presentation.  Dr. Russ Bechtloff, NCO member, was on piano and art 
teacher, Karen Mummey showed famous art pieces. Similarities of 
music compositions and artwork created during four major time  
periods were presented: Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern.   
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· Oxford Valley Elementary, Math Curriculum (Personal Budgeting 
and Banking Careers)  

 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.   
Students learned about “banking” from WF representatives Patrick Daher 
and Timothy Bleistine.  After a discussion about managing money, the men 
set up a “store” where students were able to purchase actual items using 
play money.  This practice allowed the students to learn about keeping track 
of their account balance and how to budget their money.   
 

 
 

· Pennwood Middle, “Young Women in Technology”  (STEM and 
Career Awareness)   

 
Lockheed Martin Commercial Space Systems 
For the 12th year, 44 female students traveled to Lockheed Martin’s Newtown 
facility for the “Young Women in Technology” two-day event.  Thanks to PPP 
partner Elizabeth Elliott, a senior electronics engineer at Lockheed and 21 
other Lockheed volunteers, the young achievers took an extensive tour of the 
premises where they were treated to views of a satellite mirror and a sound-
proof room used for conducting controlled aerospace testing.  Prior to working on their own engineering projects, 
the girls met with young female professionals for a question-and-answer session about a “day in the life” of a 
scientist, mathematician or engineer. Then, to engage students in problem-solving using everyday items, students 
were asked to construct a device allowing them to ship a single Pringles chip safely and economically.  Finally, on 
the second day of the event, they designed roller coasters for marbles using the same materials.   

 
 
 
 
 

· Pennsbury High School “Bigs and Littles Program”  (Community 
Service)    

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters   
This successful high school program matches “Big Brothers” and “Sisters” 
with “Littles” as mentors. The high school students get together once a 
week at the end of their school day and visit with their "littles" in the 
classroom. They help them with their schoolwork; play board games and 
sports and just chat with them. Some of the "bigs" are completing their 
third year with their "littles."  Tenth graders are paired with 3rd graders, 11th with 4th and 12th with 5th so their 
relationships can continue throughout the elementary years. 

 
 
 
 

· Manor Elementary “My Favorite Teacher” Contest 
  

 
Barnes and Noble, Oxford Valley   
Nominated by former student, Ninad Mahajan, Barnes & Noble 
announced the local “My Favorite Teacher” contest winner as Manor’s  
Advanced Mathematics and Gifted teacher, Mary Ann Sweeney, who is 
now part of the regional competition.  Good luck Mary Ann! 
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SUCCESSFUL DISTRICT & SCHOOL GRANTS 
 

The Partners Program is happy to announce another successful year of various grants awarded to the Pennsbury 
School District. 
 
Competitive and partnership awards included: 
 
 

Modell’s Sporting Goods 
Partnership PHS and Middle School Sport Teams 

$3,914 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Education 

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables for Fallsington and 
Partnership with Snipes Farm $15,540 

High Performance Green 
School Planning Grant 

Eleanor Roosevelt Renovation 
$25,000 

Workforce Investment Board/ 
Regional Career Partnership 

“New College and Career Education Center at 
Pennsbury High School $2,500 

Waste Management 
Partnership Larger Grant  

Walt Disney Elementary School Outdoor 
Learning Center and Playground $4,000 

Waste Management 
Partnership Mini-Grant 

Enhancement to Manor’s Learning Garden 
$500 

LSTA K-12 Library Collection 
Development Grant  

Social studies, science and language arts library 
books for Charles Boehm Middle School $5,000  

LSTA K-12 Library Collection 
Development Grant  

Natural sciences and mathematics library books 
for Eleanor Roosevelt Elementary School $5,000  

LSTA K-12 Library Collection 
Development Grant  

Social studies library books for Quarry Hill 
Elementary School $5,000  

Wells Fargo Corporate 
Contribution 

Community Partnership 
$1,000 

Exelon Generation Corporate 
Contribution 

Grant to Pennwood Middle School, “From 
Courtyard to Outdoor Classroom” $4,000 

PDE Dual Enrollment Grant 
College Credit and Books for students at PHS 
taking Accounting I & II $16,638  

Pennsylvania Energy 
Development Authority 

Makefield Elementary School, “Holistic Green 
Building” $188,000  

2010-2011 GRANT AWARD TOTAL  $276,092 

 
 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS  
   

 

Additionally, the Pennsbury Partners Program collected $10,050 in sponsorships and donations from Partners who 
sponsored the PPP program or who purchased ads in the Dinner Program Book. These funds will be offered to 
Action Team Members in the form of partnership mini-grants and partnership trips next year. 
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Sponsors Donations 

Exelon Power – Platinum Sponsorship $5,000 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. – Bronze Sponsorship $1,500 

Davis Acura $500 

Chick-Fil-A $400 

ENVIRON International Corporation $400 

Faridy Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. $400 

McCaffrey's Markets $400 

Waste Management $400 

Pennsylvania American Water Company $200 

Spiezle Architectural Group $200 

The Hibbert Group $200 

USS Real Estate $200 

Levittown Chiropractic $150 

Steve Santarsiero, State Representative $100 

TOTAL PPP SPONSORSHIPS/DONATIONS: $  10,050 

 
PPP MINI-GRANTS 

 
The Pennsbury Partners Program awarded several competitive PPP mini-grants in excess of $3,250 from last 
year’s PPP sponsorships monies.  Applications were reviewed by the PPP Advisory Board Committee and 
following six schools received PPP mini-grants: 
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To learn more about the Pennsbury Partners Program, visit www.pennsbury.k12.pa.us/partners or call 
215.428.4217 and speak with Dr. Christine Zervos. 


