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Dear Parent or Guardian:

Pennsbury High School will host the administration of the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT). Testing will take place on one date only, Saturday, October 15, 2011.
Developed and administered by Educational Testing Service (ETS), the PSAT/NMSQT IS co-sponsored by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The test measures verbal, written and mathematical reasoning abilities that are important for academic success in college. Because the PSAT/NMSQT is a shortened version of the College Board's Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), it also gives students an opportunity to experience the format of that test.

The PSAT/NMSQT is the qualifying test students take to enter the nationwide scholarship competitions conducted by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. African American students who take the test are also competing for scholarships granted by the National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding African American Students. Hispanic students who take the test are also competing for identification through the National Hispanic Recognition Program. Students may compete for scholarships offered by NMSC only once and only in their junior year. Participants in the competition for scholarships to be awarded in 2012 must take the test in 2011. Detailed information about these programs appears in the PSAT/NMSQT Student Bulletin, which students obtain in the Counseling Office in September once they have completed their registration for the test.

Students may also obtain a full length sample test from the Counseling Office after they have registered for the test. When scores are reported in December, each student will receive a Report of Student Answers. This includes the test questions, the student's answers, and the correct answers, which can be helpful in understanding your child's performance on the test. Additionally, students can access a free personalized college and career planning kit based on their test results on the College Board website.

Sophomore and junior students may opt to participate in the PSAT. However, the College Board recommends that a student complete Algebra 1 (or Algebra 1A and 1B) before taking the test. They also recommend that a student complete Geometry or be enrolled in Geometry in order to be successful on the test.  Only juniors taking the test are entered into the National Merit Scholarship Competition.  
Please do not hesitate to contact your child's counselor if you have any questions about the PSAT/NMSQT.

Sincerely,

Dana Arbakov, School Counselor





Micah Wright, School Counselor

PSAT Coordinator







PSAT Coordinator

Pennsbury High School PSAT Information

Test Dates/Times

The test takes place on Saturday October 15, 2011

Juniors report to the Pennsbury High School East Building.

Sophomores report to Pennsbury High School West Building.

Students requiring extended time accommodations will all test at East regardless of grade level

All students must arrive no later than 8:00 a.m.

Test Sections

The PSAT/NMSQT is 2 hours and 10 minutes long, plus approximately 35 minutes of administrative duties.  The test consists of five sections. Two 25-minute critical reading sections, Two 25-minute math sections, and One 30-minute writing skills section. The PSAT/NMSQT measures reading, math reasoning, and writing skills that are important for successful academic performance in college; Knowledge and skills developed through years of study in a wide range of courses as well as through experiences outside the classroom and critical thinking-the ability to reason with facts and concepts, rather than the ability to recall and recite them. More information can be found on the College Board website.
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities must obtain a Parent Consent Form to apply for Services for Students with Disabilities from the Counseling Office. This completed form must be submitted to the Counseling Office by August 16, 2011 to allow time for processing. Decisions on accommodations are made solely by The College Board Services for Students with Disabilities. You may apply for services for PSATs SAT's, SAT Subject Tests, and Advanced Placement testing with one application. If you apply this year, you will not need to complete the form again, as long as you request the services for all College Board tests. Eligibility must be approved by the College Board prior to testing,
If you require special SSD accommodations through the College Board, and you have already received approval from College Board, you must return this PSAT registration form to Counseling by September 8, 2011 to ensure that the College Board has ample time to provide appropriate test materials.

Cost of the Test

The cost of the test is $20.00 including test materials and proctoring fees. Make checks payable to the "Pennsbury Student Activity Account:' Students who register after the October 1st deadline will be charged a late fee. The cost of the test is $25.00 for late registrants.

Registration 

Registration will take place until October 1, 2011. To register, complete the attached registration, drop it off or mail it to the Counseling Office at either building Please be sure to include the student's current grade level.

Late Registration 

Anyone who registers after October 1, 2011 will pay the late registration fee of $25.00. Since tests need to be ordered prior to the test date, we cannot guarantee a test for any student who registers after October 1, 2011.

PENNSBURY HIGH SCHOOL PSAT REGISTRATION FORM

Please print or type the following information. Return this form along with a $20.00 check or money order made payable to Pennsbury Student Activity Account.

Students who register after the deadline (October 1st) will be charged a late fee. The cost of the test is $25.00 for late registrants. CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Completed forms and checks can be turned into the Counseling Office in both buildings. Additionally, you can mail the registration form to the Counseling Office as well. Please use the following addresses for mailing:

Sophomore (10th grade) Registration forms:

	Pennsbury High School West Building 
	


Counseling Office

608 South Olds Boulevard Fairless Hills, PA 19030

Attn: Sophomore PSAT Registration

Junior (11tll grade) Registration forms:

Pennsbury High School East Building

Counseling Office

70S Hood Boulevard 

Fairless Hills, PA 19030

Attn: Junior PSAT Registration

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Name:








Grade:






Address:







Student #:















Telephone #:






Parent or Guardian Name on check if different from student:








Check #:








Do you require Service for Students with Disabilities?
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No 

Yes

If you have been approved for Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) accommodations, Please include a copy of your eligibility letter. You must return this from to the Counseling Office by September 8, 2011 to ensure that the College Board has ample time to provide appropriate test materials.

If you have not yet applied for SSD accommodations you must complete a Parent Consent Form. This form is available in the Guidance Office. This is document required by the College Board for any testing accommodations. This form must be returned to the Counseling Office by August 16, 2011 to allow enough time for processing. Decisions on accommodations are made solely by the College Board Services for Students with Disabilities.
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